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ONE FAITH, ONE HOPE, ONE LOVE 
Submitted by Fr. Bill Wagner, 
Pastor 
 

I would like to once again, address a very 
important effort that will have a direct impact on 
the lives of our ordained and lay leaders, our 

local parish, future generations of Catholics, and the needy 
and the suffering. The leadership of many in our archdiocese, 
including our Pastors, and lay people have served and 
continues to serve us as well. As we look to the future needs 
of our community, the financial picture will require continued 
growth of our resources. 
 

Just as our forbearers sacrificed to build our network of 
parishes and human service institutions in our Archdiocese, 
Catholics of today must be offered the opportunity to continue 
this magnificent heritage by supporting structures, services, 
and ministries designed to meet the current and future needs 
of the Church. Within this spirit, the Archdiocese of Cincinnati 
has chosen to embark upon a $130 million campaign named 
One Faith, One Hope, One Love designed to help address 
needs in the following areas: Catholic Education, Fostering 
Vocations, and Caring for Retired Diocesan Priests, Catholic 
Charities and Social Services, and Local Parish Priorities. 
 

Every parish in the archdiocese has been assigned a fair 
share goal for the campaign to meet and will participate in the 
Campaign. Every Catholic household will be asked to make a 
sacrificial gift to this campaign. 
 

The goal for our parish is $1,095,000. We are asked to try our 
best to meet this goal in pledges from our parishioner’s 
payable over a five-year period. In addition, 20% of each 
parishioner’s gift will be returned to the parish for specific local 
needs up to goal, and 60% once we exceed our goal. Already, 
from just a few initial pledges, we have raised 65% of our 
campaign goal. 
 

The active fundraising part of our campaign has begun and 
will take place over the next couple of months. I have asked a 
few parishioners to become involved in key campaign 
leadership positions. 
 

You will be hearing more about this important campaign 
in the coming days and weeks. For now, I am personally 
asking  that you do three things for this campaign: 
 

1.  Become involved as a volunteer when asked. We need 
to get as many parishioners involved as possible for this 

campaign to be successful - many hands make light work! 
2. Listen to our volunteers when they speak with you about 

the campaign needs and ask for your support for this 
important effort. 

3. Please consider giving a sacrificial gift to this important 
campaign. I do not ask you to do something that I have not 
done already. I have made a gift in accordance with my 
means that I think is sacrificial, and I hope you will do the 
same. 

ONE FAITH, ONE HOPE, ONE LOVE CAMPAIGN 
 

We Are Investing in Five Priorities to Carry Out the Work of 
The Church: 
 

�� Catholic school programming and tuition assistance to 
ensure a high quality education that is accessible, 
available, and affordable for all families. 

�� Local parish priorities to fortify, renew, and expand parish 
life, the center of our faith. 

�� Support of vocations through the education and faith 
formation of our seminarians, clergy, and lay faith leaders. 

�� Honoring the commitment to care for our retired diocesan 
priests. 

�� Catholic charities and social services to expand our 
ministry of serving the needy and vulnerable throughout 
our archdiocese. 

 



NEW PARISH WEB SITE 
 

Our new parish web site went live in October. 
The purpose of the change was to allow for 
easy use on smart phones and tablets. 45% of 
those accessing our old web site are now doing so with a 
smart phone or tablet. Please take a few minutes to read 
the highlights below about the new web site.   
 

First, and foremost, no information was changed. Everything 
has just been reformatted for easy access by smart 
phones and tablets. All our neighboring parishes have 
already made this format change.   
 

Everything has been consolidated into seven new sections 
Parish, Faith Formation, Ministries, Publications, 
Support STM, Worship, and Youth Programs. Put your 
mouse or stylus on any topic and an index opens. You may 
have to scroll down some of the indexes to see 
everything.  Click on that topic for the page to open. Some 
of the topics had to be consolidated to allow the site to 
become mobile responsive.   
 

PARISH PAGE 
 

The Parish Page replaces the old home page (the tab is 
at the far top left of the opening page) and is the first page 
you see when you log in. This page has all the pages for 
anything that has to do with the parish in general including 
the child protection decree, parish registration, facility 
requests, and links to other important Catholic web sites, 
etc. 
 

On the parish page, we have some new format changes.   
 

We have added a scrolling picture gallery. We loaded in 
356 old photos from the parish's past honoring our 75th 
Anniversary. Many of the pictures are small. We had to 
reformat them because of their age so they would fit the 
gallery. However, if you click once on each picture a much 
larger picture opens up. If you want to see all the pictures, 
you can't leave or refresh this page because the gallery will 
start over. After the 75th Anniversary is over, we will show 
current pictures of activities around the parish.   
 

To the lower left is the "News and Current Events" 
section. This replaces the scrolling marque and individual 
postings on the old home page. Just click on the little arrow 
on each topic to learn more. We can include flyers and links 
for any topic as appropriate. 
 

To the right of the News and Current Events section, is the 
"Favorites" section. We added Google Analytics (a web 
auditing service) to our old web site in late June. We 
learned which pages of the old web site were the most 
popular and they are now listed here (as well in each 
appropriate section). You just click on that topic and it takes 
you right there.   
 

At the bottom of the page (and this entire bottom row 
repeats on every single page in the web site) there are four 
key four topics: The Sunday Mass schedule, Find Us, the 
School Web site link, and Contract Us. The Find Us 
feature has a map that when opened goes to a Google 
Map showing our location. The Contact Us feature is a 
quick email that goes to the Parish Office. 
OTHER IMPORTANT CHANGES 
 

If you bookmarked a specific page in the old web site, it 
will no longer work. The general bookmark to the parish 

web site is the only that continues on. New bookmarks for 
everything else will be required. 
 

We also added a lot of Catholic art work and pictures from 
around the parish. 
 

Another change is when forms were applicable to a 
ministry page, they were moved just to the right of that 
page for easier access.   
 

From our audit over the summer, we learned that our 
parish web site has a lot of traffic. We wanted to improve 
our website to meet today’s technology devices. 
 

We hope you enjoy the changes! If you have never been to 
our parish web site, we encourage you to log in. A lot of 
information is there! 
 

VIRTUS - CHILD PROTECTION STATS 
 

Since the summer of 2012, our parish, along 
with all the entities in the Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati, have been busy certifying and 

conducting on line background checks. Here are our parish 
numbers as of the first of November: 
 

�� We have 596 individuals (employees and volunteers) on 
our Virtus Child Protection Log. 

�� Of the 596, 519 are active and in good standing. 
�� Of the 596, 59 are inactive because they moved away, 

failed to keep their bulletins up to date, or did not complete 
or in a few cases, did not pass a background check. 

�� 427 have completed the new on line background check. 
Anyone new or has not been fingerprinted since July 1, 
2011 are required to complete and pass an online 
background check. The online background checks are 
automatically updated every 90 days. Eventually 
everyone that was fingerprinted after July 1, 2011 will 
have to complete the online background in order to retain 
an active status.  

�� We have Virtus trained 720 individuals at our parish. 
Anyone can be Virtus certified at any diocese location. 
The majority of the 720 individuals are our parishioners. 
Some of our parishioners have been trained at other 
locations. Most of the non-parishioners that have been 
trained at our parish are primarily from IHM, St. Veronica, 
Guardian Angels, McNicholas High School, and St. 
Bernadette. 

�� We have 18 that have currently registered for a class and 
are in a pending status and are not yet active.  

�� Each individual's information may be shared by the 
volunteer with other entities in the diocese. The days of 
having to be recertified or complete a new background 
check every time someone volunteered at another 
location are gone.  

 

Every diocese in the United States now has a child protection 
program. The vast majority utilize the Virtus program and 
require a background check.   
 

At St. Thomas More, we wish to ensure that we always have a 
safe environment for our children. It is important to train our 
employees and volunteers about the various child protection 
issues in today's world and to ensure no one has any 
previous records of concern.   







HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT THE TRIFECTA 
OF SPIRITUAL DISCIPLESHIP? 

 

There are three things your child needs to resist 
worldly influences. Do you know what they are?  
 

According to the global Attitudes and 
Behaviors of Youth (ABY) survey there are 
three main influences that allow young people 
to stand strong against the negative influences 
the world throws at them. 
 

We call this the "trifecta." Intentionally 
providing access to and activity in these three 
areas of your child's life will help them resist 
negative behaviors and engage in more 
positive ones instead. Yet each one must be 
incorporated into our lives intentionally. Here 
are the three things:   
 

1. FAMILY: Spiritual discipleship of our 
children is not an option; it's a 
command. We all need positive family 
experiences to grow to full maturity in our 
spiritual lives.     

2. FAITH COMMUNITY: Involvement in a 
faith community is imperative. It is 
extremely important for children to be 
plugged into a faith community, their 
church, that helps develop their spiritual 
training. Yet the church has a much more 
limited amount of time with a child. While a 
faith community is key, the most important 
entity in a child's life is a parent—biological 
or spiritual. A church only has about 40 
hours in a given year to directly influence a 
child. On average, a parent has closer to 
3,000 hours in the same year. 

3. BIBLE: Engagement in Holy Scripture 
and other religion texts is important 
too. We believe the only way a life can be 
transformed is through believing and 
accepting the Truth found in the 
Scriptures and Sacred Tradition.   

 

The coming season of Advent will give you the 
opportunity to practice all three of these 
important choices. 
 

It seems fitting that Advent is the beginning of 
the liturgical calendar, for it is a season of 
spiritual preparation marked by an eager 
longing for the birth of Our Savior Jesus Christ. 
There are age-old Advent practices which will 
help our children and families live closer to 
Christ. The practices are time-tested and 
proven. They teach the doctrine of redemption 
and develop a sense of generosity toward God 
(cf. Catechism, nos. 2222-26). A family’s strong 
and living faith will become their heritage and a 
mode to reinforce the religious practices 
centered in the liturgy. 
 

The following activities are provided so that 
you and your family can live Advent and 
Christmas to the fullest.  
 

Advent wreath:  The Advent wreath, which 
has German origins, is probably the most 
recognized Advent custom. It is a wreath made 
of evergreens that is bound to a circle of wire. 

It symbolizes the many years from Adam to 
Christ in which the world awaited its 
Redeemer; it also represents the years that 
we have awaited His second and final coming. 
The wreath holds four equally spaced candles, 
the three purple ones lit on the penitential 
Sundays and a pink one for Gaudete, the 
joyful third Sunday in Advent. There are many 
available prayers and hymns found in the 
reading list that can accompany your personal 
Advent wreath ceremony. 
 

The empty manger:  Each child may have his 
own individual manger, or there may be one 
manger for the whole family. The idea is that 
when acts of service, sacrifice, or kindness are 
done in honor of Baby Jesus as a birthday 
present, the child receives a piece of straw to 
put into the manger. Then, on Christmas 
morning, Baby Jesus is placed in the manger. 
Encourage your children to make Jesus bed as 
comfortable as possible through their good 
deeds. In the process, explain Christs 
incomparable self-gift at Christmas and Easter 
that enables us to be part of Gods family.  
 

The Jesse tree:  The Jesse tree tells about 
Christ’s ancestry through symbols and relates 
Scripture to salvation history, progressing from 
creation to the birth of Christ. The tree can be 
made on a poster board with the symbols glued 
on, or on an actual tree. For further information 
read, Advent and Christmas in a Catholic Home. 
 

St. Nicholas Day:  The feast of St. Nicholas is 
on Dec. 6th. It is a highlight of the Advent 
season. Each child puts out a shoe the night 
before St. Nicholas Day in the hope that the kind 
bishop with his miter, staff, and bag of gifts will 
pay a visit. The current Santa Claus is modeled 
after St. Nicholas, but commercialism has 
tarnished the true story. Many families give gifts 
on both Dec. 6 and Christmas. Read about St. 
Nicholas in your favorite saints book.  
 

The Christ candle:  Any large white candle 
can be used for the Christ candle. The idea is 
to decorate it with symbols for Christ. Use old 
Christmas cards, sequins, holly, etc. The 
candle can be lit on Christmas Eve to show 
that the Light of the World has arrived. Then 
continue to light the Christ candle throughout 
the year at Sunday dinner to remind your 
family of our waiting for Christ, as well as 
celebrating His birth and Resurrection.  
 

The Mary candle:  Some families have the 
custom of decorating the Christ candle with a 
blue veil on December 8th, the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception. On this great feast, 
others place a candle with a blue ribbon before a 
statue or picture of the Blessed Virgin, whose 
yes to God enabled our Lords coming at 
Christmas. The candle is lit during meal times to 
serve as a delightful reminder of Mary’s eager 
expectation of the Light of the World. It can also 
serve as a reminder to each family member to 
keep their own light of grace burning as a 
preparation for Christs coming.  
 

St. Lucy cakes: The feast of St. Lucy, 
virgin and martyr, is on December 13th. 
This marks the opening of the Christmas 
season in Sweden. Her life story can be 
found in most saints books, as can the 
recipe for the traditional cakes. The 
symbolism is rich and her life story 
worthwhile reading.  
 

The Nativity scene:  This is the event in 
which the entire family shares setting up the 
Christmas manger. Mary and Joseph 
should be far off traveling and their 
approach to Bethlehem can be adjusted 
daily. Older children can make life-size 
Nativity models, carve them, cut them out 
from cardboard, or set up pre-made 
figurines. The creative ideas are without 
limit. Make sure to place the Nativity scene 
where many can admire the children’s 
efforts to give God glory.  
 

Christmas baking:  There are many recipe 
books available to find great traditional 
Christmas baking ideas.  The baking usually 
starts around December 20th. As Christmas 
approaches, the house will smell of baking 
and fresh wreaths. The glory of Christmas is 
at hand! Move the manger to a focal point, 
add lights to the Nativity to be lighted on 
Christmas Eve, and anticipate together.  
 

Blessing of the tree:  More and more 
frequently families are blessing their 
Christmas trees. It is good to remind 
children that the tree relates to many 
aspects of our faith. For example, we are 
reminded that our first parents were not 
allowed to eat from one tree, and that Christ 
paid the great price for our redemption by 
hanging on a tree (cf. Acts 5:29-32).  
 

There are more stories and blessings 
included in McLoughlins Advent and 
Christmas in a Catholic Home. A family can 
also participate in Advent through daily 
Mass, the Liturgy of the Hours, or at least by 
following the weekday Mass readings at 
home, as the Church anticipates her 
Saviors coming, and then His early life 
following Christmas. A family that 
participates together in Mass and other 
activities during the Advent and Christmas 
seasons will grow closer in Christ The 
Reason for the Season and give a great 
witness to friends and relatives.  
 

Father, all-powerful God, your eternal Word 
took flesh on our earth when the Virgin 
Mary placed her life at the service of your 
plan. Lift our minds in watchful hope to hear 
the voice which announces His glory and 
open our minds to receive the Spirit who 
prepares us for His coming. Help us to truly 
enjoy the upcoming season of Advent with 
our families and our faith community here at 
St. Thomas More! We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

~ Article submitted by Becky Ready, DRE 
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Submitted by Candace Hurley, Principal 
 

Students at St. Thomas More School recently celebrated Digital Citizenship 
Week. They participated in activities defining what makes a good digital 
citizen and parents were encouraged to #havethe talk with their children about 
aspects of using the internet such as being kind, keep private things private, 
don’t believe everything you see, don’t overshare, and stand up for others. As 

a result of the weeklong home and school effort STM met the requirements to become a Certified 
Digital Citizenship School! 
 

St. Thomas More School understands the sacrifice parents make in order to give their children a 
Catholic education and to make our parish school more affordable, the parish finance committee 
has approved the 2016-2017 tuition schedule which reflects a DECREASE in tuition for our 
parishioners!   

 

  2016-2017 Current Year 

K $3,695 $4,050 

1 student $3,695 $3,745 

2 students $6,150 $7,195 

3 students $8,150 $10,115 

4 students $9,145 $11,750 

Out of Parish $5,445 $5,245 

STM is also a provider for the EdChoice Expansion Scholarship 
which provides state funds to pay for the total cost of tuition for 
qualifying families who will have students in grades K-3 for the 
2016-2017 school year. To find out more about this scholarship 
program call the school office at 753-2540 or go to http://
education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Scholarships/
EdChoice-Scholarship-Program. 

Please pass the word about our decrease in tuition and the 
EdChoice Expansion Scholarship!   
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, January 31, 2016 for our Open 
House from 1:00 pm until 3:30 pm. Come and discover that St. 
Thomas More School is MORE THAN YOU CAN IMAGINE! 

2nd Graders with Pumpkin Projects. Kindergarteners with rainbow fruit salad as 
they learn about Noah and rainbows. 

Kindergarteners hard at work during center time. 


